EARLY    DAYS

corroborative. The jury will not like to act on this
evidence alone. . . ."

The spirit of the Old Bailey, that was soon to be de-
molished, seems to have affected counsel in that sordid
case. Or else perhaps it was the style of oratory of the
day; but here is an extract from the speech for \lbert
Stratton : ** Gentlemen, on some future day, perhap wheii
this building is gone, if you will picture to yourselves
this court, you will see the crowded galleries and the serried
rows of people sitting behind. You will see the dim gas
lamps, you will see the dock and you will be reminded of
your own presence in this court where you saw this young
man, Albert, arraigned for his life, craning towards you
with bloodshot eye and dry lips, the hot breath coming
from his mouth . . ."

The brothers were hanged, and the press paid great
attention to the " new peril to law-breakers." " Finger-
prints are to the fore," said the Referee. " Forewarned is
fore-armed, or rather, in this case, fore-handed, and the
criminal classes will very soon make the new system a back
number by wearing gloves when committing burglaries."

Looking back on these days with the knowledge of
Curtis-Bennett's later triumphs in a particular branch of
the law, there is little doubt that the most important case
in which he was concerned was an appeal from a motoring
conviction. The brief was for 5 guineas; if he could
have looked forward thirty years he would have seen him-
self writing huge sums of money in his account book for
his work in similar cases; it was the first controversial
motoring case.

He was briefed with Earl Russell, K.C., to present the
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